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A REQUEST FOR DONATIONS 
The Communicator DEPENDS your donations!!  
Many communities no longer receive town news. 

Printing & mailing costs have increased. 
We are so grateful that folks support our efforts. 

Please consider a special gift to The Communicator to 
 keep receiving reports by your school, 

 town government & organizations. 
Donors & businesses who advertise make it possible 

for us to provide local news & information FREE 
every month to more than 900 Eastford households. 

Please continue to support YOUR town paper. 
Please Buy Local! Our advertisers offer gifts,  
products, gift cards & personalized service. 

Beauty & Health Care  
Dine In - Take Out - Catering 

Fruit - Pet Care - Lumber & Hardware 
Tax & Legal Services 

Real Estate & Home Services - Groceries 
Honest Auto Sales & Service...and more! 
THANK YOU TO RECENT DONORS: 

Anonymous 
Patricia DiBattista 

Tom & Anne Latham 
Virginia & Bob Montgomery 

Gerald Sazama 
You are keeping the Communicator alive! 

Please send donations to: 
Eastford Communicator, P.O. Box 253 

Eastford, CT 06242 

Selectman’s Snippets: 
 
Audit - December 4 at the BOS meeting our 2017 Audit Results reflect good sound budgetary 
practices for our town. Thank you to the many who worked diligently on this budget. 
 
Eastford Independent Fire Department - I have had the pleasure to meet with Gordon Spink, 
Chief; Doug Beaudoin, Deputy Chief; and James Roy, President. I have great respect for the 
work they do for our town. They dedicate their time for extensive training to keep up with state 
and federal standards. These people are all volunteers! Thank you all for your service to our 
community. 
 
Transfer Station - Please know that all vehicles entering are required to have a transfer station permit visible on front 
windshield. If you do not already have a permit, you may obtain one at the Town Office Building. Your cooperation in 
this matter is greatly appreciated! Please be courteous to our transfer station attendants they work hard to provide cus-
tomer service. 
 
Food Pantry - It is such a warm feeling to see how much our community embraces each other in need. Thanks to those 
of you who have stopped in to drop of food items or cash donations for those in need. Both Steve and Karen Broderick 
volunteer their time on this community project. Thank you for your helping hands. 
 
Police Services - During the month of November Troop D responded to 38 calls. These calls of service included; Acci-
dents: 4, Criminal Invest: 2, Traffic Citations: 7, Written Warning: 4, and Non Reportable Matters: 32.  
 
Volunteers - It is so clear that volunteers are the heartbeat of our small rural town. We are indeed blessed to have such 
dedicated volunteers. Our town would not be what it is today without them. Thank you to all Boards, Commissions and 
those who serve our community for your volunteer work! Anyone interested in volunteering in any capacity, perhaps 
an hour a month or more whatever your time allows please contact the Selectman’s Office. 
The Eastford Town Government would like to wish everyone a healthy and happy New Year! 
 
          Respectfully yours,  
          Jacqueline Dubois, First Selectman  

 
 
 

 

Of Special Note  
 

EASTFORD TOWN CALENDAR Page 10 
 

EES Veterans Day Ceremony & Photos (pp 8-9) 
 

 Food Pantry needs Food, Cash 
 

FROM THE LIBRARY: 
DISCOUNT/FREE PASSES TO:  

Mystic Aquarium, Roger Williams Park Zoo, New England Air 
Museum, CT Science Center, Wadsworth Atheneum,  

New Britain Museum of Art 
January 20, 11 am—Author Talk by Sharon Yang 

 
Adult Pickup Basketball, Wednesdays, EES, 7:30pm 

 
Save the Dates:  

 
February 2, 7:30am, Duck Day, Town Center 

(Eastford’s Alternative to Groundhog Day) 
 

February 4, Deadline to register for  
Cupcake Wars happening February 18 

 

Eastford Scholarships/Deadlines (p. 5) 
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Merlo’s Home Improvement 
         >Custom Kitchens  >Bathroom Vanities 
         >Entertainment Centers           >Hutches 
         >Interior Finish Work                >Exterior Finish Work 
         >Additions                                   >Remodeling 
         >Garages                                 >Roofing 

 Lauren Merlo 
Eastford, CT 

(860) 974-3331 

Eastford Readiness Council 
AKA Eastford’s Preschool Program 
Jennifer Barlow, 92 Crystal Pond Rd 
Eastford, CT 06242 (802) 345-2158 
Attention Parents/Guardians of children born in 2014 and 
2015. 
The Readiness Council will be making decisions concerning 
the 2018-2019 preschool program at the February 5th meet-
ing. We would like the input of the families that may want to 
be a part of this program.  If you have not already received a 
survey in the mail we invite you to complete a short survey 
that will help the Readiness Council in their decision.  The 
survey can be downloaded from the school website (https://
www.eastfordct.org/Page/158) . If you do not have access to a 
computer please contact the school (860-974-1130) and we 
will mail one to you. Please complete and return the survey as 
soon as possible but no later than January 31st.  If you have 
any questions please feel free to contact the school.  The 
Readiness Council meeting is February 5th at 6:00 PM at the 
school.  Please join us; we would love to hear from you. 
Update 
This past month marked one third of the way through the 
school year.  Mrs. Kopplin was busy meeting with each fami-
ly updating them on the progress that their child has made 
thus far. The Readiness Program hosted a family Thankful-
ness celebration before the Thanksgiving break.  This activity 
was open to the public and a few families came out to join the 
fun.  The class has had the opportunity to practice giving to 
others by bringing in items for the food drive and buying 
snowflakes for the PTO’s giving tree.   
    For more information on the program please look on-line at 
the Program’s handbook or by contacting the Head Teacher, 
Christine Kopplin at ckopplin@eastfordct.org or the Readi-
ness Council Liaison, Jen Barlow, at jbarlow@eastfordct.org  
Mark your calendar! 
January 8: Readiness Council Meeting 6pm (EES Teacher’s 
Lounge)  
January 31: Needs Assessment Survey Due 
February 5: Readiness Council Meeting 6pm (EES) 

EES Teacher Report  
Hello, My name is Beth Harrington and I am the new School 
Counselor at Eastford Elementary School. I am so glad to be here 
and to be part of a wonderful teaching team. I’ve been certified as 
a teacher and school counselor, and have worked in diverse 
schools in Colorado, Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, Massa-
chusetts and New Hampshire. I have been here at Eastford for a 
couple of weeks and have enjoyed getting to know everyone!  
    Several things stand out for me so far at Eastford Elementary. 
The first activity I observed was the whole school gathering out-
side at the flag pole as students raised the new flag. Everyone was 
respectful and quiet as the flag was raised. It was very impressive 
and thankfully, the weather cooperated! The next activity I saw 
was the Preschool Gathering celebration when parents came into 
the library and helped their children participate in Thankful art 
activities. The word cute is an understatement! Children enjoyed 
making things like turkey feather headbands with their parents 
and reading stories in the library. One afternoon, I watched the 
basketball students practicing and was amazed at how many of 
the boys were participating! What a testament of school spirit! 
Every day I walk the halls and observe Eastford students working 
hard in their classrooms and their teachers taking time to interact 
with and help each student.  
    This past week I went with the middle school students to see 
the movie Wonder, an inspiring movie showing how a boy with a 
facial difference encounters reaction and some bullying from 
students as he attended elementary school for the first time. The 
students behaved very well and enjoyed popcorn and soda. What 
a treat! Back at school, we discussed how to handle bullying 
while the students made anti-bullying posters. I was impressed 
with how well the students provided several solutions if they 
were to encounter bullying anywhere. As a follow-up activity, we 
would like to have white t-shirts to tie-dye as part of our school-
wide effort in promoting a positive school culture. Please let me 
know if you can help us with the t-shirts! 
    I’ve met many parents already at the successful Book Fair and 
during parent conferences, but I’m looking forward to meeting all 
the parents and eventually, members of the community. If you 
have any questions or concerns about the School Counseling pro-
gram at Eastford, please contact me by email at bharring-
ton@eastfordct.org or by phone (860) 974-1130. I look forward 
to meeting you! 

mailto:ckopplin@eastfordct.org
mailto:jbarlow@eastfordct.org
mailto:bharrington@eastfordct.org
mailto:bharrington@eastfordct.org
https://www.google.com/search?q=eastford+elementary+school&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS741US741&oq=eastford+elementary+school&aqs=chrome..69i57j69i61l3j0l2.4519j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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DID YOU KNOW?  Eastford Historical Society 
 
Did you know that the Eastford Historical Society has created an online Google 
album called EASTFORD’S SHARED HISTORY ALBUM containing over 100 
old photos for your enjoyment? This photo is of the Eastford Cash Store that once 

stood where 
the Coriander 
Café is today.  
It is one of 
several photos 
that were re-
cently added 
to the Album 
by William
(Bill) Clark. 
Bill lives in 
New York, but 
grew up in 
Eastford and 

makes frequent trips home to visit family. Bill’s grandfather, Charles Clark, oper-
ated the store in the early 1920’s, first for Beatrice Kennedy, and then for Archa 
Walker who purchased the store from her. Mrs. Kennedy once operated a tea room 
in the part of the building shown in the foreground of the picture.  The building 
was destroyed by fire in January, 1926. Bill’s photos are wonderful additions to the 
Community Album, and his anecdotal comments have provided historical context 
for other items in our archives. Visit our Album to see a picture of Charles Clark 
behind the counter inside the Cash Store.  Thank you, Bill, for your willingness to 
share your photos and your memories.  
    PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING OUR COLLABORATIVE COMMUNITY 
ALBUM! Simply “google” Eastford Historical Society to access our website, then 
follow these instructions: 
     Click on this link: https:/goo.gl/photos/pCYo5c8JL5tCvjUCA 
     Click JOIN 
     Click on first photo 
     Click on the “i” icon in the upper right area to open the description section 
     Click on the “>” to scroll to other photos 
Comment on photos, add your own photos (we can help), and share this link with 
others. Eastford Historical Society (Contact information:  ehsarchives@gmail.com 
or Tom at 974-1610) 

LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF EASTFORD 

The second installment of Real and  
Personal Property taxes and Supplemental 
Motor Vehicle taxes on the list of October 
1, 2016 is due and payable on January 1, 
2018.  
  The Tax Collector’s office will be open 
for the collection of taxes each 
Tuesday and Wednesday 10:00 AM to 
12 Noon and 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM and on 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month until 
6:30 P.M. 
    All taxes become liable to penalty on 
February 1, 2018 and interest will be 
charged on any due or any part thereof, at 
the rate of one and one-half percent per 
month or fraction thereof from the due 
date.  Minimum penalty is $2.00.  Mail 
must be postmarked no later than February 
1, 2018 to avoid interest charges. 
    Supplemental Motor Vehicle taxes not 
paid by February 1, 2018 will be reported 
as delinquent to Department of Motor 
Vehicles and registrations will be denied.  
Personal checks and online payments 
for delinquent motor vehicle taxes 
require a 10-day hold of DMV clear-
ance from date of deposit to ensure 
funds are received in our account. Cash 
payment will result in DMV clearance 
within 24 hours of date of payment.  
    For online viewing and paying of tax 
bills visit the Tax Collector’s page at 
www.eastfordct.org/TownofEastford 
and follow the link. 
 
Christine E. Hustus 
Tax Collector 

mailto:ehsarchives@gmail.com
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EASTFORD INDEPENDENT FIRE COMPANY #1, INC 
Jeannine Spink, Secretary 
 
The disruption in our daily schedule, due to no power and trees/wires down due to high winds, should send us all 
a message to “be prepared”.  We prepare for everything in our daily routines, but not necessarily for emergen-
cies.  Winter is coming fast.  Take the time to stock up and plan for possible evacuation and extended power out-
ages, so we can all remain safe during the winter months ahead.  The EIFC will do its best, but safety for all 
needs to be a collaborative effort on everyone’s part and all residents of our town need to take responsibility to 
keep individual households safe and well stocked.  Please remember, yes we are volunteers to serve our commu-
nity, but there could very well be times where it isn’t even safe enough for US to respond to help you. 
 
REMINDER: Now is the time to clean around your mailboxes and/or green house number signs. They are FREE. 
These numbers that are fully visible will help us to find you quickly. If you have a common driveway that goes to 2 or 
more houses, get another set of numbers to direct us to the proper house. Is your green sign o.k? But your numbers not 
so much? Stop by the station any Wednesday night at 7:00 to get a new set. 
 
Please consider the EIFC when making your annual donations to charities. We, as 100% volunteer, rely on the gen-
erous annual monetary support we get from the town.  BUT, finances are tight in order to keep our doors open and serve 
you best.  Often there are vehicle emergencies, replenishment of supplies and equipment that fall outside the budgeted 
yearly allotment. When this occurs, we hesitate to return to the town for more funding. 
 
What does your tax-deductible donation do for us?  In addition to supplementing our expenses, you are demonstrating 
your support of our mission statement:  “The Mission of the Eastford Independent Fire Company No. 1, Inc is to protect 
the lives and property of the residents and visitors of Eastford, Connecticut and our mutual aid towns by providing the 
highest possible levels of service through fire prevention, public education, fire suppression, emergency medical ser-
vices, and mitigation of the effects of natural and man-made disasters, consistent with the resources provided.” 
 

Through your generosity, you are helping us make a difference in YOUR community and helping  us to sustain a feeling 
of personal satisfaction that we get from helping our friends and neighbors 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
 
You can send your tax-deductible donation to:    EIFC, PO Box 333, Eastford, CT. 06242.   You will receive by return 
mail a thank you showing the amount and date check was written for tax purposes.  
 

IS YOUR HOME SAFE? 
 

With winter storms, chimney fires, carbon monoxide poisonings and generator mis-use emergencies are on the 
rise. 
 
One of the most frequent fire emergencies is the disposal of ashes from fireplaces and woodstoves.  Ashes must be 
disposed of in a metal pail.  Do not use boxes or plastic containers. Once filled, place outdoors far away from structures 
or leaves that can ignite.  Ashes can smolder for days.  
 
Carbon monoxide poisoning, the “Silent Killer”, can kill you. Improper heating is often the source. CO is odorless, 
colorless and tasteless. Symptoms are similar to flu:  headache, fatigue, shortness of breath, nausea and dizziness. 
 
Follow manufacturer’s instructions when installing and using a generator. Allow the generator to cool before refu-
eling. Store gasoline outside the living area.  Ensure fumes do not enter the living areas. Keep children away from gen-
erators. The lives of you and your family may depend on taking the proper precautions. 

 
The EIFC has accomplished much during 2017.  Next month, a detailed report will show that although we are small 
in numbers, we are very big with our training and class responsibilities, in addition to the number of emergencies we 
responded to.    

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR TO WELCOME IN 2018 

WE HOPE YOU ARE ENJOYING THE LIGHTS ON THE FIREHOUSE TO ADD SOME CHEER TO OUR LIVES 
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MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT 

We Specialize In 
American & Italian Dishes 

Pizza, Fresh Seafood 
And More! 

Route 44 
Ashford, CT 06278 

Peter & George Lytras       (860)429-1932 

The Eastford Communicator 

 

News You Can Use 
Deb Richards - Emergency Management Director 
Citizen Responder Program Teaches Public How to Take 
Simple Lifesaving Actions After Disasters 
Disasters can strike unexpectedly, and emergency responders 
may not be able to be on the scene right away. Life-threatening 
injuries require immediate action to reduce the chances of 
death, and people may be able to save lives by knowing what 
simple steps to take. You are the help until help arrives. 

FEMA’s "You Are the Help Until Help Arrives" animated in-
teractive video educates and empowers the public to take action 
in emergency situations and provide lifesaving care before pro-
fessional help arrives.  
In the wake of recent disasters affecting the United States and 
territories, the public can use FEMA’s resources to learn what 
to do in cases where they may be in the best position to provide 
first care to someone with life-threatening injuries. As disaster 
survivors clean up and rebuild following a disaster, it is im-
portant that safety remains a top priority. The program teaches 
the public how to aid those in need, while keeping themselves 
and others safe. To download the free resources, view the ani-
mated interactive video, and find out more, visit 
www.ready.gov/untilhelparrives. FEMA Bulletin12/17 

Board of Education By Linda Loretz 
 
At its December meeting, The Board of Education received the 
2016-17 annual report from the superintendent. The report will 
be available for download on the website at: https://
www.eastfordct.org/domain/102. 

The Board of Education set meeting dates for the 2018-19 budg-
et meetings. Budget meetings are posted on the website and at 
Town Hall and they are open to the public. Budget meetings will 
be held on January 11 at 6:00 PM, January 16 at 6:00 PM and 
January 23 at 6:30 PM. Since the December Board of Education 
meeting was the first since the municipal election for reelected 
and new members, Board officers were elected and committee 
appointments were made. Christine Hustus was elected the 
Chairperson of the Board of Education, Stephen Bowen the Vice 
Chairperson and Gerald Marmat the Secretary. A list of Com-
mittee appointments can be found on the website in the official 
minutes of the meeting. 
Scholarship Information 
The Board nominated Terry Cote and Megan Calchera to the 
selection committee for the Ethel Gardner Music Scholarship. 
Ethel Cushing Gardner, a former Eastford resident, left money 
to the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving to be distributed 
annually to one or more students who reside in the town of 
Eastford, who in the opinion of an appointed committee, shall 
have musical talent and a serious purpose with respect to the 
study of music. If you are a young person who is serious about 
the study of music and would like to apply for music scholarship 
to augment your studies, please note that the deadline for sub-
mitting scholarship applications is March 5, 2018. Please call 
the school for a scholarship application or find it on the website 
https://www.eastfordct.org/cms/lib/CT02204107/Centricity/
Domain/35/application.pdf  

    Please consider donating to Eastford General Scholar-
ships. The new Eastford General Scholarship includes a non-
endowed fund, from which all donations are used for scholarship 
awards each year, and a companion endowed fund, which will 
award scholarships to Eastford students in perpetuity. There is 
no minimum (or maximum) amount for individual donations. 
Donations, large and small, add up to meaningful support. Eve-
ryone contributing to these funds will be recognized in the year 
of their donation. Donate on-line: http://www.cfect.org. Look 
for Town of Eastford General Scholarship in the drop-down list 
of funds. OR 

Fill out the submission form:  http://
www.eastfordct.org/2017ScholarshipDonationForm   

Call for more information: 860.442.3572  

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMjA1LjgxOTQ5NDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTIwNS44MTk0OTQxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NDcyOTcwJmVtYWlsaWQ9ZHJpY2hhcmRzMDNAZ21haWwuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1kcmljaGFyZHMwM
https://www.eastfordct.org/domain/102
https://www.eastfordct.org/domain/102
https://www.eastfordct.org/cms/lib/CT02204107/Centricity/Domain/35/application.pdf
https://www.eastfordct.org/cms/lib/CT02204107/Centricity/Domain/35/application.pdf
http://www.cfect.org
http://www.eastfordct.org/2017ScholarshipDonationForm
http://www.eastfordct.org/2017ScholarshipDonationForm
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 LIBRARY NEWS By Susan Shead 
Happy New Year from the Library Board and staff of the 

Eastford Public Library. 
    The library will host author Sharon Yang on Saturday Janu-

ary 20 at 11am. Sharon is the author of the books "Letter from a 
Dead Man" and "Bait and Switch." Please attend this exciting 

lecture by this local author. The Eastford Public Library book 
discussion group will meet on Monday Jan.8 at 7pm to discuss 
the book "Mrs. Kennedy and me" by Clint Hill. All are wel-

come to attend. Interlibrary loan is back at The Eastford Public 
Library! We are hooked up to CONNcert which is an interli-

brary loan service connecting agent verso libraries here in the 
Northeast. Occasionally, during the winter months the library 

closes due to bad weather. Library closings are announced on 
WINY radio in Putnam. When passing by the library check to 

see if we are open. The library is open when the WELCOME 
flag is on display at the front entrance.There are discount passes 
at the library for Mystic Aquarium, Roger Williams Park Zoo, 

The New England Air Museum, and free admission passes to 
the New Britain Museum of American Art, Wadsworth Athene-

um, and Connecticut’s Old State House. We also have coupons 
for 20% off general admission for The Connecticut Science 

Center.  Please note: The library will be closed on Monday 
Jan.15, 2018 in honor of Martin Luther King Day. Library 

hours are Monday 3-8pm, Tuesday 10am to 8pm, Thursday 

3-8pm, and Saturday 9am to 1pm.  

************************************************** 

Legal Notice 

Town of Eastford Democratic Caucus 

Notice is hereby given that there will be a Caucus of all enrolled 
Democratic electors of the Town of Eastford on Wednesday, 

January 10 at 7p.m. in the Library to endorse candidates for 
the Democratic Town Committee. 

Attest: Megan Calchera, Chairperson December 11, 2017 

From the Principal By Carole McCombe 
 
Happy New Year from the staff at Eastford Elementary School! I 
hope that you all enjoyed the holiday season and had time with 
family and friends. As we approach a new year, it gives us an 
opportunity to reflect on our accomplishments and set new goals.  
There is an enthusiasm about new learning opportunities and ex-
periences that await both students and staff. 
    Prior to the Holidays, our students participated in our annual 
Giving Tree collection organized by our Parent Teacher Organiza-
tion. Students donate money and receive a snowflake to place on 
our Giving Tree. Students learn about supporting one another and 
the importance of taking an active part in their community. The 
money collected is available to support local families in need 
throughout the year.  
    I would like to congratulate students who earned high honors, 
honors and recognition for the first trimester. They are as follows: 
High Honors:   
Grade 5:  Linnea Barlow, Kaitlyn Becker 
Grade 6:  Nathan Budd, Hunter Larson, Eric Mathewson 
Grade 7:  Braden Ayer, Sophia Bulan, Gavin Driscoll, Abigail 
Horton, Jakub Sarzynski 
Grade 8:  Alexis Benton Archambault, Henry Driscoll 
Honors: 
Grade 5:  Addison Beausoleil, Allie Boyd, Alyssa Gilbert, Kyle 
McAllister, Jacob Murphy 
Grade 6:  Conner Buell, Alexander Harakaly, Hunter Haynes, 
Matthew Johnson 
Grade 7:  Madison Bates, Jodi Calabrese, Zoe Calabrese, Nolen 
Gilbert, Max Larkin, Aubrey Rumrill 
Grade 8:  Alexis Buell, Anna Kellermann, George Neely, Tavian 
Santos, Milliealexis Sutherland, Kamila Wysocki 
Recognition: Alexis Laskoski, Pola Wysocki, Kyliegh Chiles, 
Cadence Pittman, Evy Calabrese, Lee Schiavetti  
    All high school students are reminded that if Eastford Elemen-
tary School closes or delays the opening of school due to weather, 
transportation to Woodstock Academy, Ellis Technical School, 
and Killingly is affected by that decision. If Eastford School is 
closed due to inclement weather, transportation is not provided to 
the high schools. Please check our website (www.eastfordct.org) 
on days that you are wondering about the status of Eastford trans-
portation. 

 
 

Beautycounter prohibits the use of over 1500 harmful ingredients, evaluates 
every potential ingredient & partners with non-GMO suppliers. 

http://www.eastfordct.org
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ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS 
Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning, 

Personal Injury, Probate, Elder  
Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning  

(& more!) 
www.attorneypalulis.com 

michele@attorneypalulis.com 
158 Main St.., Suite #2 

Putnam, CT 06260 
(860) 928-9928 

860-315-9656 

premiums, copays, deductibles etc., is $2,120 per month for a single 
person, and $2,854 for a married couple. Due to the current state 
budget, these numbers would drop significantly to $1,025 for a sin-
gle person and $1,374 for a married couple as early as March 2018 
(originally slated for January 2018, the outcry was large enough that 
there has been a delay). If you will be affected by this, you may 
want to call your local representatives and let them know how it 
will affect you: Patrick Boyd, State Representative, 1-800-842-8267 
Pat.Boyd@cga.ct.gov.  Tony Guglielmo, Senator, 1-800-842-1421, 
and Joe Courtney, Congressman, 860-886-0139. I look forward to 
providing you with helpful information in the future! 
Michele Ann Palulis, Municipal Agent for the Elderly  
 
***************************************************** 
Legal Notice 
Town of Eastford 
Republican Caucus 

Notice is hereby given that there will be a Caucus of all enrolled 
members of the Republican electors of the town of Eastford on 
Tuesday, January 9, 2018 at 7 p.m. at the Eastford Library to en-
dorse candidates for the Republican Town Committee.                                                            
Attest:  Jennifer Page, Chairman                                                                          
December 5, 2017  
 

From the Town's Agent for the Elderly 
MICHELE’S SENIOR MOMENT 
    As some of you may know, I am the Eastford Municipal 
Agent for the Elderly (I prefer “aged” rather than 
“elderly”). This is a volunteer position and every Connecti-
cut city and town has a Municipal Agent for the Elderly 
who assists town residents ages 60+ by providing infor-
mation and referrals to local, state, and federal services and 
benefit programs. Municipal Agents for the Elderly are ap-
pointed by the Board of Selectmen for a two or four-year 
term. Municipal Agents are familiar with programs and 
benefits such as Medicare, Medicaid, SNAP (Food Stamps), 
Social Security, protective services, legal services, adult 
day care, housing, transportation, and local senior and com-
munity groups. Many also help seniors fill out application 
forms for benefits. 
  In the coming issues of The Communicator I will be doing 
a column on items of interest to the senior community. I am 
a local lawyer practicing in the areas of elder law, estate 
planning, real estate matters and other areas, and hope to 
provide helpful information to the seniors of Eastford. If 
there is something you’d like me to write about, please feel 
free to call me at 860-481-6655 (google voice number) or 
860-928-9928 (office number) or email me at 
michele@attorneypalulis.com. For this issue, I wanted to 
bring to light some important information regarding the 
current state budget and the Medicare Savings Program 
(“MSP”). The MSP helps lower income seniors and disa-
bled individuals pay for the Medicare Part A (hospital in-
surance) premium and the Medicare Part B (medical insur-
ance) premium. The program also pays Medicare cost-
sharing expenses, including deductibles, coinsurance, and 
copayments. The Department of Social Services administers 
the program in Connecticut, and although it is a federal 
program, state monies are used to cover the costs. Currently 
the gross monthly income for the highest level of coverage 
which would cover all              (continued next column) 

mailto:Pat.Boyd@cga.ct.gov
mailto:michele@attorneypalulis.com
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 EES Veterans Ceremony  By Carol Davidge 
On November 10, the Eastford Elementary 
School honored its veterans. One hundred 
guests, including more than 20 veterans and 
those currently serving, and 150 EES school-
children and teachers attended. The program 
was organized by MSgt Charles Kernan, EES 
grade six teacher and active member of the 
U.S. Air Force Reserve Unit 143 AW Quon-
set Air National Guard Base, RI. Eastford 
Student Council Officers gave the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Tributes by  American Legion 
Post 203 Commander David Olsen remem-
bered those missing in action. Vice Com-
mander and USAF veteran Michael Moran 
and First Selectman and USAF veteran Ar-
thur Brodeur spoke movingly about their 
military and blood brothers. A Connecticut 
Honor Guard presented a solemn flag-folding 
ceremony. Dignitaries included incoming 
First Selectman Jacqueline Dubois, State 
Senator Tony Guglielmo (U.S. Army veter-
an), State Representative Pat Boyd, Board of 
Education Chair Christine Hustus, Superin-
tendent Linda Loretz, Principal Carole 
McCombe, and members of the Board of 
Education. Music was provided by EES stu-
dents and the Eastford Singers who per-
formed stanzas from each military song, 
during which veterans of those services stood. 
Photos: (1,2,3) EES choruses: Pre-K-First 
Grade sang "Yankee Doodle Dandy"; Grades 
2-5 sang "America,"; Grades 6-8, the "Star 
Spangled Banner"; led by Music Teacher 
Elizabeth Gagnon. (4) The Missing Man 
Ceremony with the table, empty chair, a rose,  
lemon, salt, and flag, by American Legion 
Post 203 Cdr David Olsen (5) The Flag Fold-
ing Ceremony by CT Honor Guard members. 
(6) Dignitaries (l-r) American Legion Post 
203 VCdr Michael Moran, State Senator 
Tony Guglielmo, Superintendent Linda 
Loretz, State Rep Pat Boyd, Board of Educa-
tion Chair Christine Hustus, First Selectman 
Arthur Brodeur, Master of Ceremonies EES 
Grade 6 teacher Charles Kernan (MSgt-
USAF), American Legion Post Commander 
David Olsen, and not shown, incoming First 
Selectman Jacqueline Dubois.(7) Veterans 
were asked to stand and be recognized (8) 
The Pledge of Allegiance by EES Student 
Council members (l-r) Tavian Santos, Millie-
Alexis Sutherland, Alexis Buell and Anna 
Kellermann. (9) EES Students Xavier and 
Christina Green had questions for 89-year-old 
Army Veteran Dick Cooley, with wife Cyn-
thia, and Army Veteran David Olsen (right). 
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DLM 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

    
   Int/Ext. Trim    Window Replacement 
   Custom Built-Ins   Computer Stations 
   Kitchen Remodeling    Painting Int/Ext 
   Ceramic Tile     Power Washing 

Dan Merlo 
974-1824 

Lic HIC.061598/2 Ref. Available 

The Eastford Communicator 

BUY ONE GET ONE -  one lesson - GRATIS  

EASTFORD FOOD PANTRY-How can you help? 
The Food Pantry extends a very hearty THANK YOU to the 
residents of our town for their generosity during the holiday 
season as we assisted increasing numbers of Eastford fami-
lies.  At a time of year that can be particularly difficult to make 
ends meet, Eastford has once again proven that we are a close 
knit community of caring, generous people. Many, many thanks 
to you all. 
    Now we need your help in restocking our shelves as we as-
sist increasing numbers of Eastford families here.  
    Nonperishables are always important. Financial donations 
are critical and allow us purchase essential items that are miss-
ing from our pantry, as well as perishable items for holiday 
meal packages.  Thank you to all our donors who brought food 
and/or a monetary donation to the town hall during the holi-
days. It is very much appreciated.  
    Financial donations can be mailed to or dropped off at the 
Selectmen’s Office, PO Box 98, Eastford 06242  
    Part of the definition of a real community is that we willingly 
help one another out in times of need.  
    Eastford residents in need who would like to avail them-
selves of the food pantry can place a confidential call anytime 
to Steve or Karen at 974-1618. 

Eastford Calendar, January, 2018 

1     Yoga, TOB, 5:30 – 6:30pm 
3     Crystal Pond Park Commission, TOB, 6pm 
       Adult Basketball, EES, 7:30pm 
5     Yoga, TOB, 8:15 – 9:15am 
6     AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 
8     School Readiness Council, EES, 6pm 
       BOS, TOB, 7pm  
       Book Discussion, Library, 7pm 
9     Planning Commission, TOB, 7pm  
       Republican Caucus, Library, 7pm 
10   Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5pm – 7pm  
       Democratic Caucus, Library, 7pm  
       Democratic Town Cmte, Library, 7:30pm 
       Adult Basketball, EES, 7:30pm 
11   BOE Budget Meeting, EES, 6pm 
       BOE, EES, 7pm 
12   Yoga, TOB, 8:15 – 9:15am 
13   AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 
15   Communicator Deadline 
       Yoga, TOB, 5:30 – 6:30pm 
       Clean Energy, TOB, 7pm 
16   Republican Town Cmte, Library, 7pm 
17   Adult Basketball, EES, 7:30pm 
19   Yoga, TOB, 8:15 – 9:15am 
20   Author Talk, Library, 11am 
       AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 
22   Yoga, TOB, 5:30 – 6:30pm 
       American Legion, TOB, 7:30pm 
       BOE Budget Mtg, EES, 6:30pm 
24   Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5pm – 7pm 
       Adult Basketball, EES, 7:30pm 
25   Union Society Bldg Cmte, TOB, 8am 
       Inland Wetlands Commission, TOB, 7pm 
       Library Board, Library, 7pm 
26   Yoga, TOB, 8:15 – 9:15am 
27   AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 
29   Yoga, TOB, 5:30 – 6:30pm 
31   Adult Basketball, EES, 7:30pm 
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CUPCAKE WARS 

Date: Saturday, February 10, Time: 1:00 – 3:00 PM 
Location: Congregational Church of Eastford, 8 Church Rd. 
This is a free, community-wide, all age event.  This year contestants 
will be divided into two age groups: 13 years and younger and 14 years 
and older.  Two categories will be judged: Recipe (taste, smell, etc.) and 
Display (decoration, creativity, etc.).  Contestants can enter one or both 
categories.  Judges will be Eastford community and business leaders.  
New this year will be a People’s Choice Award.  Attendees will vote for 
their favorite cupcake in each age group based on either recipe or dis-
play.  Please see entry form for more information or contact CCE at 
860.974.0294 or email office@cceastford.com.  Everyone is welcome 
to attend! Entry forms must be received by Saturday, February 4.  
Submit entry to the Congregational Church of Eastford, PO Box 177, 8 
Church Rd, Eastford, CT  06242. Alternatively, complete your entry on-
line at www.cceastford.org/events.  
 

**************************************************** 
Recreation News By Valerie Katkaveck 
Thank you all for helping with Cookies and Cocoa with Santa. 
VickI Welch and grandkids, representing the Girl Scouts, col-
lected donations for the food bank. Stephanie Bulan helped sell 
snowflakes for the PTO. The snowflakes sales help families in 
need. Nicole Pryzby, aided by Travis Delnicki, kept pots full of 
delicious hot cocoa. Our own Recreation Commission represent-
atives of Mary Horton, Paige Burgess and Valerie Katkaveck 
really needed and appreciate your help to make it happen. So 
many happy and generous people came to celebrate, craft,  in-
dulge in sweet treats and learning about Eastford traditions. 
Some even enjoyed sleddingIn the first snow at Charlie Brown 
Campground. Start the year off right by joining Sue Orcutt's 
yoga class January 1st at 5:30 pm.Make it a new years resolution 
to go back every Monday night and/or Friday mornings at 8:15. 
Adult (over 18 ) pickup basketball is another great 
workout. Wednesday nights 7:30 to 9.  Bring a white and a dark 
shirt,  there is no charge to participate.  Our meetings our the 
third Wednesdays our every month at 4:30 pm. Volunteers are 
needed and Eastford residents are always welcome. Happy New 
Year! 

Dear Readers: 

We hope you will contribute to The Eastford Communicator. 
Advertising revenues do not cover printing and postage costs. 
The Communicator is Eastford’s main source of news about local 
events, town government, committees, organizations. We need 
donors to support this effort if we are to continue. If you can, 
please send a donation. Thank you! 

Your Name:___________________________________________ 

Mailing address_______________________________________ 

City/State/Zip______________________Amount:____________   

Things you’d like to see covered: _______________________ 

Please make checks payable to:  
Eastford Communicator  
P.O. Box 253, Eastford CT 06242 
THANK YOU!   The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator 

ATTENTION 
All articles & news for The Communicator must be submitted to 
E-mail: eastford.communicator@gmail.com 
Deadline: 2nd Wednesday of each Month 
Eastford Communicator Volunteers 
Executive Editor  Carol Davidge 
Composition/News Deb Yazo 
Volunteers Ruth Yulo, Tom French, Megan Calchera 
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include sub-
mitter’s name, address & telephone, for verification. All items 
submitted are subject to editing. The Communicator reserves 
the right to reject any submissions. Opinions expressed are 
those of the submitters and not necessarily those of The Com-
municator. The Communicator will not print items it regards as 
offensive or slanderous. 

http://www.cceastford.org/events
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Tom French, Accountant 
Full Accounting & Tax Services 

For Businesses and Individuals 

 

12 Spinnaker Lane, Eastford 
(Located on south shore of Crystal Pond) 
860-974-0197 or tomfrench@charter.net 
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